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Imperialist cause and at the same time to recognise
in him the representative of China's undiminished
sovereign rights. He was only too willing that Gordon
and his soldiers of fortune should do the hard fighting?
provided always that the recording of events for
the information of the Throne and the dispensing of
rewards remained entirely in his own hands. In his
Memorials reporting the final collapse of the rebellion,
as in the despatch which recorded the death of General
Chen Hsiao-chi, the part played by Gordon in recover-
ing the sacred heritage of the Throne was reduced
to insignificant proportions. Gordon received a
yellow jacket and a peacock's feather, it is true,
and an offer (which he declined) of pecuniary
reward for his services ; but Li, with his ready pen,
saw to it that the achievements of the "Ever-vic-
torious Army " and its leader were discreetly merged,
" for purposes of historical accuracy," in the blaze of
glory which fittingly rewarded his own exploits of
foresight and of valour.

His attitude towards Gordon varied, according to
the extent of his dependence upon that gallant but
impulsive officer's efforts, from almost affectionate
gratitude to cavalier rudeness ; more than once their
relations became severely strained, by reason of
Li's incorrigible bad faith in regard to the regular
payment of the troops. The American adventurer
Burgevine, Gordon's predecessor in command of the
w Ever-victorious Army," had quarrelled with Li,
and eventually had gone over to the rebels, because
of these same money difficulties; the fact of the matter
being that Li regarded this campaign, as he did all
China's later wars, from the standpoint of its effect
tipon his own purse* His fundamental idea in military